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CYCLING INFRASTRUCTURE, FUNDING 

517. Mr P.B. WATSON to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure: 

Will the minister please advise the progress of Labor’s commitment to spending $20 million on cycling 
infrastructure? 

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN replied: 

I thank the member for some notice of this question.  The member is known more for his running ability than his 
cycling pursuits and I believe he did very well in the recent challenge to run up Jacob’s Ladder.  Unfortunately, 
there was a lack of Opposition at the challenge!  We look forward to that lack being addressed. 

I am pleased to say that this Government made a commitment to spend $20 million on cycling infrastructure 
over four years and the Government has well and truly exceeded that commitment.  To date the Government has 
spent $42.18 million and has delivered 558 kilometres of cycling infrastructure.  The extra $22.18 million 
investment in bike paths is a lot to celebrate in Bikeweek 2003, which commenced last Friday and runs to 
Sunday 23 March.   

I refer to some of the programs that we have run.  Through the Main Roads WA program we have spent in the 
order of $25.8 million - 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  Are you cycling tomorrow? 

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  Mr Speaker, members opposite know that I have been cycling in the parliamentarians’ 
cycle ride for many years; I have not seen the member for Hillarys there on his bike.  The Opposition is not very 
good at accepting sporting challenges, but I issue a challenge to the member for Hillarys to attend that ride. 

The Government has established some fantastic cycleways - as I said, $42.18 million worth.  That compares with 
$44.8 million that was spent by the previous Government in five years.  Although, contrary to National Party 
propaganda, none of these fabulous cycleways can be seen from the moon, I am pleased to say that a substantial 
proportion of that expenditure was in rural areas.  I will give the members in the House some information, 
particularly to allay the scaremongering of National Party members, to indicate that the Labor Government does 
give the attention to rural Western Australia that it did not get from the National Party when it was at the helm of 
the transport portfolio.  Indeed, through the Main Roads budget, approximately $8 million has been spent on 
cycleways in rural Western Australia since we got into government.  We have also spent another $2.5 million 
through our country pathways scheme.  During the last five years of the National Party-led transport portfolio, 
less than $1 million was spent on cycleways in rural Western Australia.  We have delivered on two 
commitments: first, we have rated cycling as a real and safe alternative and we have given it proper 
acknowledgment; and, second, we have delivered on the promise to give rural Western Australia a proper share 
of the resources.   
 


